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a wholly external and objective attitude towards ourselves. Just as the savage supposes the whole Universe to be specially created for the benefit of himself or his tribe; just as the more civilized man supposes the Universe to be specially subservient to the human race; so in the most recondite problems of philosophy our arguments tend to be vitiated by infusion of the subjective element, in such a way that we read into external nature the human interests and egocentric habits which belong to our own minds.                                            j'jjj1
I shall conclude this chapter with a few words as to the                            j f1
scientific method espoused by materialism. It is the method of observation and experiment, and these two are in reality the same. An experiment is only an observation under artificial conditions. When we observe some manifestation occurring under natural conditions, our method is that of observation; when, on the other hand, we observe some manifestation occurring under conditions that we have ourselves purposely established, our method is that of experiment. The advantage of experiment over simple observation is partly that we can produce the required phenomenon at a time and place convenient to ourselves, and partly that we have a more exact knowledge of the conditions under which it occurs. Experiment is a process of analysis. We select certain conditions, and exclude certain other conditions, and we then see what happens. If we were debarred from experiment we should be debarred from analysis, and often compelled to wait long periods before Nature furnished us with an example of the particular phenomenon we desired to witness.
Admitting that observation and experiment are two varieties of the same thing, we find at least two rival methods in very frequent use. The one is that of innate knowledge. It is held by some that knowledge of detailed and complicated phenomena is implanted within us by Nature or God, wholly independent of experience acquired by observation, experiment, or education. Such is the opinion of those who set up " faith " agains^licience. Such